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Planning to reduce risk
Speed read

	• Different measures, practices, improvements and choices are required to reduce risk.

	• The objectives of disaster risk reduction are to reduce and manage risks and to equip decision makers with the capabilities and 
information they need. 

	• The ‘One welfare’ concept deals with day-to-day practices that are likely to yield the greatest long-term benefits by reducing 
vulnerability and exposure which reduces disaster disruption and loss.  

Key points

Actions to reduce risks include: 

	• Locating animal facilities on low hazard risk sites: The place where animals and animal facilities are located effects hazard risk. The 
risk profile of the properties where animals are housed or places where they are going to be kept should be understood to ensure 
animals are safe. 

	• Hazard reduction measures: can reduce the negative impact of hazards on livestock and other animals. Measures could include 
habitat protection and land management (such as hazard reduction burns or clearing waterways) that can be conducted by several 
organisations.

	• Values-based decision making: is about which animals are prioritised in an emergency. These decisions can be sensitive and con-
fronting because they inform resource allocation. For example, people with a herd of animals. 

	• Property management: is about changes or improvements that can be made to places where animals are housed or going to be 
housed to reduce hazard exposure and risks. The types of improvements made depend on individual circumstances and feasibility. 
Examples of improvements include having back-up power for dairies or planting to improve slope stability and reduce landslide risk.

	• Business practice: includes operational and organisational measures that reduce disruption to business function during and emer-
gency or disaster. These measures may include maintenance of records that are backed up and stored safely or microchipping. 
Business practice also includes contingency planning which refers to decisions made prior to a disaster about how the business 
will operate during an emergency event.  

	• Animal health and wellbeing: risk reduction refers to what practices are used to maintain positive animal wellbeing. Best practice 
is guided by the Five Domains Model (Figure 1).
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Take action
	• Watch the Planning for Animals Showcase Webinar to hear about why planning for animals is important for different sectors.

	• Think about what you can do now at home and/or at work to reduce risks from hazards. 

	• Talk to friends, neighbours or colleagues about what they might do to reduce risks to their animals from hazards. 

	• Practice your personal or organisational evacuation plans so you can identify any problems that might come up. 

More information
	• Planning for Animals (AIDR 2024)

	• Land Use Planning for Disaster Resilient Communities (AIDR 2020)

	• Evacuation Planning, Chapter 5 (AIDR 2023) 

	• Emergency Planning (AIDR 2020) 

	• Community Engagement for Disaster Resilience (AIDR 2020)
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Figure 1: Five Domains Model of animal welfare.
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