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21 August 2018 

Sharpening the saw! Emergency management 
volunteer education gets million-dollar 
funding boost 
The Turnbull Government has doubled its investment in the Emergency Management Volunteer 
Scholarships Program with a $1 million funding boost.  

The Australian Institute for Disaster Resilience (AIDR) welcomed the announcement.  

‘We applaud the Government’s decision to expand the program and look forward to being able to 
offer funding to a broader group,’ said director Dr Noreen Krusel.  

‘Developing the knowledge and capacity of our volunteers is key to building and sustaining disaster 
resilience in our communities.’  

The funding expands the existing program for emergency management volunteers to access 
vocational and higher education qualifications in emergency and disaster management fields.  

Sacha Flight, a scholarship recipient and Queensland Rural Fire Service volunteer, described the 
knowledge gained through his study as ‘invaluable.’  

‘It will allow me to help build the disaster resilience in my local community. I encourage other 
volunteers to apply for the scholarship program,’ he said.  

Since 2017, AIDR has managed the program on behalf of the Australian Government, facilitating 
emergency management volunteers to access relevant vocational and higher education.  

Applications for Round Four of the Emergency Management Volunteer Scholarships Program open 
on 3 September 2018 and close 15 October 2018.  

For further information and application guidelines, visit www.aidr.org.au/scholarships.  

For further information or to arrange interviews, contact:  

Leone Knight – AIDR Communications Manager  
M: 0488 21 21 21  
E: communications@aidr.org.au  
W: www.aidr.org.au  
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